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that a revolution might break out at any moment in
Johannesburg, and/as was his duty, he made the
necessary arrangements to protect British lives and
property in that event, but of any idea of using
Dr. Jameson's force to precipitate such a movement
he was wholly innocent. Then he is accused of working
to bring on the war for the purpose of annexing the
Transvaal and the Orange Free State, but, apart from
the actual record of the negotiations, surely the best
answer to this charge is that if Mr. Chamberlain and
his colleagues wanted war they would have made some
more effective preparation for it than subsequent
events proved to have been the case. The Opposition
even stooped so low as to say that the Colonial
Secretary and his relatives had made money out of
war contracts, and these attacks were so contrived
that Mr. Chamberlain was advised that he had no
legal remedy, but his brother and his younger son,
the present Prime Minister, took the matter into court
and obtained damages. On the whole issue perhaps
the Colonial Secretary may be allowed to speak for
himself:

When I have been in doubt as to President
Kruger's intentions I have given him the benefit
of the doubt. I am taunted with having spoken
of his magnanimity. I desired to believe him
magnanimous. Some great man, Goethe, I think,
said that if you wish a man to be what you want
him to be you must express your belief that he is so.
I convinced myself. I satisfied myself, that there
were indications of magnanimity which I rejoiced
to acknowledge. Well, sir, I may have erred. You
may ridicule my foresight; you may condemn my
moderation; but you cannot deny that all this